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Glossary of terms 

Aggregate Balance 
The sum of balances in the clearing accounts and reserve accounts maintained by commercial banks with 

the central bank. In Hong Kong, this refers to the sum of the balances in the clearing accounts maintained 

by the banks with the HKMA for settling interbank payments and payments between banks and the HKMA. 

The Aggregate Balance represents the level of interbank liquidity, and is a part of the Monetary Base. 

Authorized Institution (AI) 
An institution authorized under the Banking Ordinance to carry on the business of taking deposits.  

Hong Kong maintains a Three-tier Banking System, which comprises licensed banks, restricted licence banks 

and deposit-taking companies. 

Best Lending Rate 
A benchmark interest rate that banks use to price loans. In Hong Kong, the Best Lending Rate is used as a 

base for quoting interest rates on mortgage loans. 

Certificates of Indebtedness (CIs) 
Certificates issued by the Financial Secretary under the Exchange Fund Ordinance, to be held by 

note-issuing banks as cover for the banknotes they issue. 

Composite Consumer Price Index (CCPI) 
The main consumer price index (CPI) for Hong Kong. The Census and Statistics Department compiles three 

separate CPI series relating to households in different expenditure ranges. The CPI(A) relates to about 50% 

of households in the relatively low expenditure range; the CPI(B) relates to the next 30% of households in 

the medium expenditure range; and the CPI(C) relates to the next 10% of households in the relatively high 

expenditure range. The Composite CPI is compiled based on the aggregate expenditure pattern of all of the 

above households taken together. 

Composite Interest Rate 
The composite interest rate is a weighted average interest rate of all Hong Kong dollar interest bearing 

liabilities, which include deposits from customers, amounts due to banks, negotiable certificates of deposit 

and other debt instruments, and Hong Kong dollar non-interest bearing demand deposits on the books of 

banks. Data from retail banks, which account for about 90% of the total customers’ deposits in the banking 

sector, are used in the calculation.  It should be noted that the composite interest rate represents only 

average interest expenses. There are various other costs involved in the making of a loan, such as operating 

costs (e.g. staff and rental expenses), credit cost and hedging cost, which are not covered by the composite 

interest rate. 

Convertibility Undertaking (CU) 
An undertaking by a central bank or currency board to convert domestic currency into foreign currency and 

vice versa at a fixed exchange rate. In Hong Kong, the HKMA operates Convertibility Undertakings on both 

the strong side and the weak side. Under the strong-side Convertibility Undertaking, the HKMA undertakes 



HALF-YEARLY MONETARY AND FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT   SEPTEMBER 2019 

to buy US dollars from licensed banks at 7.75. Under the weak-side Convertibility Undertaking, the HKMA 

undertakes to sell US dollars at 7.85. Within the Convertibility Zone between 7.75 and 7.85, the HKMA may 

choose to conduct market operations consistent with Currency Board principles with the aim of promoting 

the smooth functioning of the money and foreign exchange markets. 

Convertibility Zone 
The Hong Kong dollar-US dollar exchange rate band, defined by the levels of the strong- and weak-side 

Convertibility Undertakings, within which the HKMA may choose to conduct market operations consistent 

with Currency Board principles. 

Exchange Fund Bills and Notes (EFBNs) 
Debt instruments issued by the HKMA for the account of the Exchange Fund. These instruments are fully 

backed by the foreign reserves.  The HKMA has undertaken that new Exchange Fund paper will only be 

issued when there is an inflow of funds, thus enabling the additional paper to be fully backed by the foreign 

reserves.  Since 1 April 1999, interest payments on Exchange Fund paper have been allowed to expand the 

Monetary Base.  Additional Exchange Fund paper is issued to absorb such interest payments. This is 

consistent with the Currency Board discipline since interest payments on Exchange Fund paper are backed 

by interest income on the US dollar assets backing the Monetary Base. 

Monetary Base 
A part of the monetary liabilities of a central bank.  The monetary base is defined, at the minimum, 

as the sum of the currency in circulation (banknotes and coins) and the balance of the banking system held 

with the central bank (the reserve balance or the clearing balance).  In Hong Kong, the Monetary Base 

comprises Certificates of Indebtedness (for backing the banknotes issued by the note-issuing banks), 

government-issued currency in circulation, the balance of the clearing accounts of banks kept with the 

HKMA, and Exchange Fund Bills and Notes. 

Money supply 
The total stock of money available in the economy. Hong Kong has three measures of money supply: Money 

Supply definition 1 (M1) is defined as the sum of legal tender notes and coins held by the public plus 

customers’ demand deposits placed with licensed banks. Money Supply definition 2 (M2) is defined as M1 

plus customers’ savings and time deposits with licensed banks plus negotiable certificates of deposit (NCDs) 

issued by licensed banks held outside the banking sector. Money Supply definition 3 (M3) is defined as M2 

plus customers’ deposits with restricted licence banks and deposit-taking companies plus NCDs issued by 

these institutions held outside the banking sector. 

Nominal and Real Effective Exchange Rate (NEER and REER) 
An indicator of the overall exchange rate value of the Hong Kong dollar against a basket of currencies of 

Hong Kong’s principal trading partners.  The nominal effective exchange rate (NEER) is a weighted average 

of the exchange rates between Hong Kong and its principal trading partners. The real effective exchange 

rate (REER) is obtained by adjusting the NEER for relative movements in the seasonally adjusted consumer 

price indices of those selected trading partners. 
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