
Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

 a
n

d
 B

an
ki

n
g

 E
n

vi
ro

n
m

en
t

Economic and Banking Environment

After the sharp economic downturn brought on by the

Asian financial crisis, Hong Kong saw a return to economic

growth in 1999. The year ended on a note of optimism,

as recovery gathered momentum and the stock market

closed at a year high.
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