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Banknotes in Hong Kong:
1994 The Bank of China
five-hundred-dollar note

The Bank of China began issuing
Hong Kong dollar banknotes on
1 May 1994.  Design features used
on these banknotes include the Bank
of China Tower, flowers and the
modern infrastructure of Hong Kong.
The peony, the Chinese flower of
prosperity, was used for the
five-hundred-dollar note.

The peony has been dubbed “the
king of flowers” and “a national
beauty” for over a thousand years.
Legend has it that one day deep in
winter, Empress Wu Zetian (A.D.
625 - 705) of the Tang Dynasty
ordered all flowers to bloom.  All
flowers, except the peony, obeyed
her order.  Empress Wu was so
angry that she demoted the peony
from the imperial garden in the
capital Chang’an to Luoyang.
The peony thus earned its reputation
as “unyielding to power and difficult
situations” and has been loved by
every generation of Luoyang
residents since then.  The peony
officially became the city flower of
Luoyang in 1982.

In 1994, the standard monetary
wedding gift was five hundred
dollars per guest.  This amount
remains more or less the same today.
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The front and back of the 1994
five-hundred-dollar note.
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