Coins in early Hong Kong:
1981 one-thousand-dollar
Year of the Rooster

commemorative gold coin

The cover picture shows the
one-thousand-dollar
commemorative gold coin issued
by the Hong Kong Government in
1981, the Year of the Rooster.
The Rooster, which is also the
Chinese Zodiac Animal for 2005,
symbolises confidence,
trustworthiness and loyalty.

Between 1976 and 1987 the
Hong Kong Government issued a
series of commemorative gold coin
celebrating the Twelve Animals of
the Chinese Zodiac. The number
of gold coins issued in each year
fluctuated according to market
demand, which was also reflected
in the issue price.

Each commemorative gold coin
weighs about 16 grams. It has a
diameter of 28.4 millimetres, and it
is 1.8 millimetres thick. In 1981
one thousand dollars could buy
one square foot in a typical
above-average residential flat.
Today it can buy about twenty
square inches in the same kind of
flat.

The front of the 1981
one-thousand-dollar
commemorative gold coin issued
by the Hong Kong Government.
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